doctrine of boasting

I. Vocabulary.

A. Hebrew vocabulary.

1. dB; (badh), m. noun, empty, idle talk that often focuses on imaginary pretensions or inflated claims.  Isa. 16:6

2. ll;h' (halal), verb, to be clear, bright, or brilliant, to shine; used of one that is praised or celebrated.  In the hithpael (the reflexive Hebrew stem) it means to glory, boast or brag about oneself.  Prov. 25:14
3. There are a number of other Hebrew verbs that are translated boast/boasting that do not strictly have that meaning, but are understood by context to refer to boasting.

a %r;B' (barak), verb, normally means to bless but in hithpael is used once of boasting.    Deut. 29:19

b The verb rb;D' (dabhar--to speak) is used with other terms to denote the matter of boasting.  ISam. 2:3
c The verb ra;P' (pa’ar) normally means to beautify or glorify, but is also used in the hithpael stem to refer to boasting.  Judges 7:2
d The noun hP, (peh--mouth) is used by metonymy to refer to that which comes out of it.  Judges 9:38
B. Greek vocabulary.
1. avlazw,n (alazon), 2X, m. noun, lit. a vagabond, one who arrogantly presumes too much about himself or his abilities.
2. avlazonei,a (alazoneia), 2X, f. noun, one who is characterized by presumption in word and action, inordinate pride or conceit about one’s possessions.
3. auvce,w (aucheo), 1X, verb, to speak with too much confidence about something, to manifest pride in oneself, to boast about it.
4. kauca,omai (kauchaomai), 37X, to take pride in something (with or without reason), to boast or brag about something.
a kau,chma (kauchema), 11X, n. noun, the object of boasting, the reason or thing about which one brags.  Phil. 2:16

b kau,chsij (kauchesis), 11X, the action of boasting.  Rom. 3:27

c katakauca,omai (katakauchaomai), verb, 4X, lit. to brag down, to boast at the expense of someone else, to exult over him, to look down on him.  Rom. 11:18
5. keno,doxoj (kenodoxos), 1X, lit. empty glory; having an exaggerated view of oneself that is manifested in boasting.

II.  
Definition and description.

A. Boasting is verbal activity which may or may not be sinful, depending upon the reason or basis for the boasting.
B. Outside the New Testament, various nouns, verbs, and adjectives that deal with boasting were normally used only in a bad sense.
C. Webster defines boasting as speaking in a vainglorious or ostentatious fashion in order to exalt oneself, to give an inflated idea of who one is, or what one has done; boasting may also involve touting the gifts, talents or skills that one possesses.

D. Most often, boasting is verbal activity which comes as a result of pride; this is seen in the fact that some of the words for arrogance are closely linked with boasting.  ISam. 2:3; Isa. 16:6; Rom. 1:30
E. As will become evident, there is a sinful form of boasting that finds its source in the sin nature; further, there is a sanctified form of boasting that finds its source in a proper understanding of God’s plan.
III.
Sinful boasting.

A. Sinful boasting is a verbal action that is often sponsored by the mental attitude sin of pride or arrogance.  James 3:5, 4:16
B. This activity, while common among the human race, is predicted to intensify as the end of all things draws near.  IITim. 3:2

C. When one considers the biblical warnings against boasting and the situations in which boasting is likely to occur, the believer should take notice and seek to avoid them.

D. Specific areas that may contribute to or that constitute sinful boasting.

1. Human intelligence or level of secular education.  Jer. 9:23; ICor. 1:26-27
2. Human power, military might, or one’s political allies.  Judges 7:2; Ps. 20:7, 52:1; Isa. 20:5

3. Wealth and the details of life.  Job 31:24-25; Ps. 49:6; Jer. 9:23; IJn. 2:16

4. Boasting about the supposed control that one has over the future.  Prov. 27:1; Lk. 12:16-21; James 4:13-16

5. Religious activity not based on the principles of sound doctrine.  Deut. 29:18-19; Ps. 97:7; Jer. 23:32
6. Tolerating evil in the name of grace.  ICor. 5:1-6

7. Alleged doctrinal superiority.  ICor. 4:7

8. Men, particularly communicators, which often leads to sectarianism.  ICor. 3:4-5,21

9. The misfortunes of others, particularly the Jews.  Job 31:29-30; Prov. 24:17; Obad. 1:12-13; Rom. 11:18
10. Success in the business realm that is achieved apart from righteous motivations and principles.  Ps. 10:3-4, 94:3-6; Prov. 20:14,17
11. Failure to have and manifest grace orientation and humility when it comes to one’s status.  ICor. 4:7

12. One’s racial or religious heritage.  Rom. 2:17-23

13. One’s religious successes.  Gal. 6:13

E. While it is bad enough to engage in boasting with respect to that which one has or has attained, much boasting comes from those with inflated views of their own importance, abilities, talents, etc.  Prov. 25:14

F. In that regard, people often engage in sinful boasting about things that are not theirs to boast about in the first place.  IICor. 10:13,15,16
G. In the end, God is opposed to every form of sinful boasting, which He will put to an end by His sovereign power.  Ps. 5:5; Isa. 44:24-25

H. Sinful boasting will reach its zenith during the reign of the Antichrist, who manifests the supreme arrogance that he is God.  Dan. 7:8,11; IIThess. 2:4; Rev. 13:5-6

IV. Sanctified boasting.

A. There is a legitimate form of boasting that is opposed to the sinful, cosmic form of  boasting; this involves boasting regarding the nature of God and things pertaining to His plan.
B. While it is evident above that men will boast about any number of matters, the adjusted believer is to limit his boasting only to those things that pertain to God and His plan.  Ps. 34:2, 44:8; Jer. 9:23-24; Rom. 15:17; Gal. 6:14
1. Beginning with the matter of salvation, which excludes all human works, one’s position and blessings are contingent on the matter of grace, which effectively eliminates any legitimate grounds for boasting.  Rom. 3:27, 4:2; Eph. 2:9
2. Following salvation, God continues to provide the doctrine that is according to the godliness code, which should eliminate any potential for boasting on the part of believers.  Acts 20:32; ICor. 4:7

C. Specific areas in which the believer can legitimately boast.
1. God, His person and His reputation.  Ps. 5:11-12, 9:2; ICor. 1:31

2. The person and work of Christ.  Gal. 6:14

3. One’s knowledge of sound doctrine.  Jer. 9:24; Jn. 8:31

4. The various aspects of God’s so great salvation.  Isa. 61:10; Rom. 5:11
5. Various forms of deliverance that God provides.  Ps. 18:1-3, 35:9-10; IICor. 1:9-11

6. Eternal rewards.  Rom. 5:2; Heb. 3:6

7. One’s weaknesses and sufferings.  Rom. 5:3; IICor. 11:30, 12:9

D. The believer must engage in consistent and rigorous self-examination in order to determine if he has any reason for sanctified boasting.  Gal. 6:4
E. The ultimate expression of boasting and exultation will occur at the Bema Seat for those that complied with the dictates of doctrine and made the necessary sacrifices to complete their course.  IPet. 4:13; Jude 24
F. Boasting and the ministry.

1. The pastor-teacher may boast in the fact that he operates his ministry in conformity with the godliness code.  IICor. 1:12, 11:7-10

2. The pastor-teacher may (or may be forced to) boast about his legitimate authority when and if it is inappropriately challenged.  IICor. 10:8

3. There is a time and place for boasting with respect to his personal sacrifices and applications in God’s plan.  IICor. 11:18-30

4. The congregation forms an important part of the pastor-teacher’s sanctified boasting      (IICor. 7:4,14, 9:2-6; IIThess. 1:4), which will culminate at the Bema Seat.  IThess. 2:19; Phil. 2:16

5. The adjusted pastor-teacher gives his congregation reason to boast about him as he fulfills the study/teach routine, provides doctrinal nutrition, and serves their spiritual needs.  IICor. 1:14, 5:12; Phil. 1:26

6. The pastor-teacher is to limit his boasting to his own canon; the accomplishments or failures of others should not concern him.  Rom. 15:18; IICor. 10:13-16

V. Conclusions.
A. Given the arrogance that is present within the human race, sinful boasting has been and continues to be a regular feature in the angelic conflict.
B. The believer should recognize that grace and faith eliminate the need for works or accomplishments with respect to salvation; thus, unmerited grace excludes boasting at the most fundamental level.  Rom. 3:27
C. The believer should recognize that it is a waste of his time to engage in any form of self-exaltation, which is very often accompanied by sinful boasting.  Prov. 25:27, 27:2; IICor. 10:12,18
D. When believers succumb to the temptation to exalt and glorify themselves, it can have very destructive results on the interpersonal relationships within the local church.  Gal. 5:26

E. In that regard, pride and sinful boasting work against the matter of unity in the local church, which all believers are commanded to guard and preserve.  Eph. 4:3

F. Sanctified boasting always focuses on the Lord, His plan, and other adjusting believers, it does not focus on oneself, one’s human advantages or accomplishments.
G. Sanctified boasting is commanded of the believer who has oriented to God’s provision in time, be that provision little or much.  James 1:9-10
1. The poor and insignificant should recognize that they are not poor when it comes to the opportunities to apply and the potential for SG3; further, they are not insignificant to God in spite of how the world may view them.
2. The wealthy is to boast in the fact that he is just as transient as his poor counterpart; his wealth, his status, and even his life will fade just as the flower or grass blooms and quickly withers. Isa. 40:6-8
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